Paragliding Event “Lake Maninjau 2009” (Island of Sumatra)

Peter Ertle and Claudio Aimone are two NOVA Team Pilots from Germany and Italy. In May, they attended a big paragliding event at Lake Maninjau (on the Indonesian island Sumatra). It was organized by Anwar Soerjomataram, NOVA distributor in Indonesia. Here is Peter’s report:

“Lake Maninjau is a fresh water lake in a huge caldera of an extinct volcano. It is almost 70 kilometres to circumnavigate the lake. Definitely, Lake Maninjau is one of the most spectacular locations for paragliding around the world. And besides, it is a very relaxing destination for travellers (also non-pilots). The landscape is so beautiful! Thanks to the elevation of about 400 meters of the lake, it is not that humid and hot. And the local Minankabau people are extremely friendly folks.

On the first days, we were visiting various important people. Anwar and me were live on TV, telling about the event. Later, a very nice official opening ceremony took place with important guests from the area. 

Twice, additional events were held in our hotel on the lakeside: We enjoyed a traditional Sumatran Evening with various VIPs, music, and trance dancing on broken glass. The other was a pilots meeting with about 100 pilots and guests. I showed pictures from flying in the Alps as well as the DVD "Dynamic Decisions". Anwar translated and explained a lot. Thanks also to Claudio, adding important hints and advices. We also did some indoor demonstrations with harnesses etc. From the many, many questions, I think that was an interesting evening for all participants. It was particularly beneficial for the attending pilots to get explanations about the reactions on collapses in the different wing categories.

We also gave demonstrations, explanations and sometimes interviews on launch site and the landing zone. Susi asked me every day to do my “wingover show”. 

The flying above Lake Maninjau was simply WONDERFUL! The launch site is on the inner edge of the crater, overlooking the caldera and the lake. In the morning, I sometimes started as the first one with Michael’s Triton 24 and my lightweight harness. Sometimes I flew an early hour, which worked perfectly with the large wing. When the wind speed picked up and thermals started, I top-landed and changed to my Triton 20 and Charly Titan harness. My friend Peter Lais flew a new Maninjau airtime record (5,5 hours), while I succeeded in a new Cross Country record of 62 kilometres. 

On one XC flight, I didn’t reach the normal landing site and went down between fish farms. Luckily, nothing got wet… The other times, I landed mostly in the middle of the circle. A Malaysian pilot watching this three times, said "This is magic. You are David Copperfield.” 

Accommodation: Our Hotel was situated right on the lakeshore. Great! In beginning I couldn’t sleep at all – jet lag – but this didn’t matter. Later, yeeeees … with a little help of beer and very inspirational discussions with other pilots. Food: No problem. Only once I had a little “stomach revolution” after eating French Fries.

Resume: Lake Maninjau is a superb destination, both for flying and for travellers in general. And the event is perfectly organized. Thanks a thousand times to Susi and Anwar – I will come back next year!

And here is Claudio Aimone’s report:

I received the invitation for the meeting in Sumatra during the last winter, while it was snowing almost everyday. The idea to move to a warmer climate, by the equator line, becomes quickly feasible: I am happy I can meet again some Nova Pilots who I just met in Slovenia.

It is done! The ticket for Padang is booked. It is a little airport on the island of Sumatra, a stopover in Singapore is also planned. The latter is a hub of any kind of businesses, rich, misty hot and everything just seems too perfect, especially for an Italian.

Once arrived on Sumatra, we are welcome by Susi. From that moment onward, she will be our reference for any type of need: transfers, money change, etc., just ask to Susi. The organisation is really fantastic, all comforts are available, it is well beyond expectations!

We are guests in a modern and pretty comfortable hotel, placed in front of the lake and offering the possibility for night-time swimming while having a few beers, is it true Michael?

The day after, at the launch site, the breeze is there since the early morning. Noticeably we are just beside the prayer temple!

The Ibex 17 is really ideal for inflating and control in any conditions. It would have been definitely harder with heavier equipment. Moreover, with the convertible harness/backpack the volume is minimal and the weight is insignificant, in other words: the ideal solution for any kind of travelling. Thermalling it is flying almost like the other wings. I have been praising “Saint Hannes” (Papesh) for the innovative design. Probably he lives in the temple too! Also, the Malaysian pilots are attracted by my equipment which is all included in a small pack. Once they try it, they are really amazed. 

It is a lake-sight flight, overflying the tropical forest in the first part. The forest seems waiting for the pilots doing a wrong takeoff, the monkeys are screaming too. Beyond are wet fields where bananas and rice grow, they limit the development of thermals. Generally, the cross takes place in the upper part of the crater, you are obliged to change the versant for completing the tour, it looks like the Annecy lake. Ask to Peter for elucidation on this part.

Flights are followed by other events, among others: the typical dance walking on glass and ceramic splinters, sharp blades on throats and tongues. In short: courage-based shows, light-years away from our western world.

Well, I saw people, circumstances and places really different and sometime even difficult to imagine. For all this experiences, I thank again Nova and Anwar. Looking forward to the next event.

Sincerely grateful,

Claudio Aimone 

====================== Italian Version ====================================

Maninjau 2009

Ricevo l'invito per il meeting di Sumatra durante l'ultimo inverno, quando nevicava praticamente tutti i giorni. L'idea di uno spostamento al caldo, quasi all'altezza dell'equatore, si fa velocemente strada, felice anche di reincontrare qualche pilota del team Nova già conosciuto in Slovenia.
Detto fatto prenotiamo l'aereo per Padang, piccolo aereoporto dell'isola, con precedente scalo a Singapore, crocevia di ogni traffico, opulenta, afosa e troppo perfetta in tutto, specialmente per un italiano.
Giunti nell'isola ci accoglie Susi, che d'ora in poi provvederà ad ogni nostra esigenza, dagli spostamenti ai cambi di denaro ecc.., basta chiedere. L'organizzazione si dimostra perfetta in tutto, mettendo a disposizione fin troppo.
Siamo ospiti di un albergo moderno e confortevole, affacciato sul lago e con possibilità di nuotate notturne tra una birra e l'altra, vero Michael?
Giunti l'indomani in decollo  abbiamo dal primo mattino una leggera brezza, d'altronde siamo accanto al tempio delle preghiere!
L'ibex 17 è veramente ideale per gonfiaggi con controllo in diverse situazioni , decisamente più complicate con attrezzature pesanti. Inoltre con sella reversibile in zaino occupa un volume minimo ridotto e pesa davvero nulla, direi l'ideale per ogni tipo di viaggio.
Anche in termica sale al pari, e vien davvero da lodare San Hannes per il progetto innovativo, probabilmente anche lui vive al  tempio.
 

La mia attrezzatura contenuta in un sacco mignon desta la curiosità anche dei piloti malesi, che provandola restano sbalorditi.
 

Il volo si presenta affacciato al lago, con una prima parte di foresta tropicale pronta ad accoglire chi sbaglia la partenza, ma al canto delle scimmie.
 

Seguono infine i campi umidi e coltivati a banane e riso, che limitano lo sviluppo termico.
Nell'insieme il cross si svolge nella zona alta del cratere, ed obbiga al cambio di versante per un tour completo, tipo lago di Annecy, ma per questo potete chiedere informazioni dettagliate a Peter.
 

Al volo seguono molti altri eventi, come la danza tipica sui cocci di vetro e ceramica, il passaggio di lame affilate sui punti vitali come gola e lingua, insomma spettacoli basati sul coraggio, distanti anni luce dal mondo occidentale.
 

Di riporno posso dire di aver visto persone, situazioni, posti assolutamente nuovi e a volte difficili daimmaginare, e di questo ringrazio ancora la Nova e Mister Anwar.
 

Al prossimo meeting
 

Con riconoscenza ,

Claudio Aimone, 1/6/2009
